
 
 

Gynaikes, Mulieres: Mujeres, Dones, Emakumeak, Mulleres de Grecia y Roma (FCT-21-16887) 
Greece Authorship: Manel García Sánchez  

Archaic Greece   

Field: sexuality   

Source (in original language written sources: 
Greek, Latin): 

 
 
οἱ δ’ ἐν τῇ μήτρᾳ, καθάπερ Ἐμπεδοκλῆς· τὰ μὲν 
γὰρ εἰς θερμὴν ἐλθόντα τὴν ὑστέραν ἄρρενα 
γίγνεσθαί φησι τὰ δ’ εἰς ψυχρὰν θήλεα,  
τῆς δὲ θερμότητος καὶ τῆς ψυχρότητος τὴν τῶν 
καταμηνίων αἰτίαν εἶναι ῥύσιν, ἢ ψυχροτέραν 
οὖσαν ἢ θερμοτέραν καὶ παλαιοτέραν ἢ 
προσφατωτέραν. 
 
(De generatione animalium, H.J. Drossaart 
Lulofs, Aristotelis de generatione animalium, 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1965 (repr. 1972), 764 
a; DK 31 A 81). 
 

Translation: 
 
Others, like Empedocles, hold that the 
opposition begins in the womb; according to 
him, the semesn which enter a hot womb 
become males, those which enter a cold one, 
females; and that the cause of this heat and 
cold is the menstrual Flow, according as it is 
hotter or colderl, older or more recent. 
 
 (ARISTOTLE, Generation of animals, IV 1, 764 a; 
DK 31 A 81. Translated by A. L. Peck). 
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