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ἐν δὲ δύω ποίησε πόλεις μερόπων ἀνθρώπων 
καλάς. ἐν τῇ μέν ῥα γάμοι τ᾽ ἔσαν εἰλαπίναι τε, 
νύμφας δ᾽ ἐκ θαλάμων δαΐδων ὕπο                           

λαμπομενάων 
ἠγίνεον ἀνὰ ἄστυ, πολὺς δ᾽ ὑμέναιος ὀρώρει: 
κοῦροι δ᾽ ὀρχηστῆρες ἐδίνεον, ἐν δ᾽ ἄρα τοῖσιν 
αὐλοὶ φόρμιγγές τε βοὴν ἔχον: αἳ δὲ γυναῖκες 
ἱστάμεναι θαύμαζον ἐπὶ προθύροισιν ἑκάστη. 
λαοὶ δ᾽ εἰν ἀγορῇ ἔσαν ἀθρόοι: ἔνθα δὲ νεῖκος 
ὠρώρει, δύο δ᾽ ἄνδρες ἐνείκεον εἵνεκα ποινῆς 
ἀνδρὸς ἀποφθιμένου (Hom. Il. 18.490-496). 
 
Homer. Homeri Opera in five volumes. Oxford, 
Oxford University Press. 1920.  
   

Translation:  
 

The shield of Achilles 
 

Therein fashioned he also two cities of mortal 
men exceeding fair. In the one there were 
marriages and feastings, and by the light of the 
blazing torches they were leading the brides 
from their bowers through the city, and loud 
rose the bridal song. And young men were 
whirling in the dance, and in their midst flutes 
and lyres sounded continually; and there the 
women stood each before her door and 
marvelled. But the folk were gathered in the 
place of assembly; for there a strife had arisen, 
and two men were striving about the blood-
price of a man slain 
 
(HOMER, Iliad XVIII, 490-496. Translated by A. T. 
Murray) 
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