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OeULOTOKAET 6& TA PEV €K YEVOUC ApaupOTEPQ
TPOC 86Eav UTHpye: MATPOC yap v NeokAéoug
oU Tthv Gyav émbaviv ABrnvnot, Opeappiou
TV dnpwv €k thig Asovtidog PpuAfic, voBog 6&
MPOC  UNTPOG, WG Aéyouowv: APpdtovov
Opnlooa yuvn yévog: aANG TekEoBal TOV pHéyav
“EAANGiv dnuL OgpiotokA£a.

Qaviag pévtoL TV unTépa Tol OeULOTOKAEOUC
o0 Opdrtrav, AAAd Kapivnv, o0s’ APpotovov
ovoua, AAN" EOtépmnv avaypddel. NeavOng 6&
kKal moAwv avuti ¢ Kaplog AAkapvacoov
npootibnat.

6l kal TV VvoBwv eig¢ Kuvooapyeg
ouvtelovvtwyv (tolto & é€otiv €w TMUAQV
yupvdolov HpakAéoug, &mel KAKEIVOS oUK AV
yvnolog év Beolg, GAN’ éveixeto vobeiq &Ld Thv
puntépa  Bvntiv ovoav) £melBé Twog O
OeULOTOKAG TV €0 YEYOVOTWV VEAVIOKWY
katapaivovrtag €ig 10 Kuvooapyeg dAeideabal
MeT aUtol. Kal TOUTOU YeVOUEVOU SOKEL
mavoupywg TOV TWV vobwv Kkal yvnolwv
SlopLopoOV Avelelv.

(Plutarch, Lives, Volume I, B. Perrin,
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1914)

Translation:

In the case of Themistocles, his family was too
obscure to further his reputation. His father was
Neocles,—no very conspicuous man at
Athens,—a Phrearrhian by deme, of the tribe
Leontis; and on his mother's side he was an
alien, as her epitaph testifies: “Abrotonon was
I, and a woman of Thrace, yet | brought forth
That great light of the Greeks,—know! 'twas
Themistocles.”

Phanias, however, writes that the mother of
Themistocles was not a Thracian, but a Carian
woman, and that her name was not Abrotonon,
but Euterpe. And Neanthes actually adds the
name of her city in Caria,—Halicarnassus.

It was for the reason given, and because the
aliens were wont to frequent Cynosarges,—this
is a place outside the gates, a gymnasium of
Heracles; for he too was not a legitimate god,
but had something alien about him, from the
fact that his mother was a mortal,—that
Themistocles sought to induce certain well-born
youths to go out to Cynosarges and exercise
with him; and by his success in this bit of
cunning he is thought to have removed the
distinction between aliens and legitimates.

(Plutarch, Themistocles, 1, 1-3. Translated by B.
Perrin).
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