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ZAvwv 8’ 0 pLAboodog, (va und’ dkovtog autold
npontal L tv dnoppntwv £kPlalopevov TO
o®pa talg avaykalg, Stadaywv TV yAdTTOV
TIPOCEMTUOE TG TUPAVVW. KAAOV 8€ Kal Afalva
TG éykpateiag £xel yépag: Etaipa T@V mepl
AppoSlov Av Kal Aptotoyeitova Kol TG &mt
ToUG¢ TUPAVVOUG CUVWHOOLOG £KOWVWVEL TAlG
éAntiowv wg yuvn: kat yap altn mepl OV KaAOV
ékelvov £Bakyeuoe kpatipa tol €pwtog, Kal
Katwpylooto 1d tol B0l Tolg AmoppnToLS. WE
olv  ékelvol  Tmraicavie  Avnpédnoav,
AVOKPLVOUEVN Kal KEAEUOUEVN ppaoal ToUG ETL
AavBdavovrtag oUK £dpaoeyv, QAN
gévekaptépnoey, emdeifooca  tolg Gvdpag
oU6ev avallov £autiv mabovrag, i tolaltny
Ayannoav. ABnvaiol 6€ XaAKiAv TOLNCAUEVOL,
Aéawvav ayAwooov €v TUAALG TG AKPOTIOAEWC
avédnkav, T HEV Bupoeldel tod lwou TO
anttntov alThg T & AyAwoow TO oLWINPOoV
Kol puotnpl®deg éudaivovreg

(Plutrach, Moralia, VI, W. C. Helmbold,
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1939)

Translation:

Zeno the philosopher, in order that even
against his will no secret should be betrayed by
his body when under torture, bit his tongue
through and spat it out at the despot. And
Leaena also has a splendid reward for her self-
control. She was a courtesan belonging to the
group led by Harmodius and Aristogeiton and
shared in the conspiracy against the tyrants -
with her hopes, all a woman could do; for she
also had joined in the revels about that noble
mixing-bowl of Eros and through the god had
been initiated into the secrets which might not
be revealed. When, therefore, the conspirators
failed and were put to death, she was
questioned and commanded to reveal those
who still escaped detection; but she would not
do so and continued steadfast, proving that
those men had experienced a passion not
unworthy of themselves in loving a woman like
her. And the Athenians caused a bronze
lioness without a tongue to be made and set it
up in the gates of the Acropolis, representing by
the spirited courage of the animal Leaena's
invincible character, and by its tonguelessness
her power of silence in keeping a holy secret.

(PLUTARCH, Moralia. De garrulitate, 505e-f.
Translated by W. C. Helmbold).
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