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Ot pév yap Av Munoio yévoc, Afdxou
Buyatnp, opoloyeltal: odaclt &  aldtnv
OapynAiav  twiva TV moAalwv  ladwv
in\woacav £mBécBal TOlC SuUVATWTATOLG
avdpdot. kal yap n Oopyniia 0 T €160¢
eUTIPEMNG YEVOUEVN Kal XAplwv €xouca HETA
SevoTNTOG TMAELOTOLG UEV EAANNVWV GUVWKNOEV
avépaoal, mavtag 6¢ mpooenoinos BaclAel ToUg
mAnoldcavtag alth, kal talic moAeot pnSlopod
OU ékelvwv Uméomelpev Apxag duvatwtdtwy
OVTWV Kal peyiotwy.

(Plutarch’s Lives, Ill, B. Perrin, London: Harvard
University Press, 1932)

Translation:

That she [Aspasia]l was a Milesian by birth,
daughter of one Axiochus, is generally agreed;
and they say that it was in emulation of
Thargelia, an lonian woman of ancient times,
that she made her onslaughts upon the most
influential men. This Thargelia came to be a
great beauty and was endowed with grace of
manners as well as clever wits. Inasmuch as she
lived on terms of intimacy with numberless
Greeks, and attached all her consorts to the
king of Persia, she stealthily sowed the seeds of
Persian sympathy in the cities of Greece by
means of these lovers of hers, who were men
of the greatest power and influence.

(Plutarch, Pericles, 24, 2. Translated by B.
Perrin)
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