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ἔφασκε γάρ, φασί, τριῶν τούτων ἕνεκα χάριν 
ἔχειν τῇ Τύχῃ: πρῶτον μὲν ὅτι ἄνθρωπος 
ἐγενόμην καὶ οὐ θηρίον, εἶτα ὅτι ἀνὴρ καὶ οὐ 
γυνή, τρίτον ὅτι Ἕλλην καὶ οὐ βάρβαρος. 
 
(DK A 1; Lives Of Eminent Philosophers. 
Diogenes Laertius. R.D. Hicks. Cambridge. 
Harvard University Press. 1972 (First Published 
1925). 
 

Translation: 
  

that he used to say there were three blessings 
for which he was grateful to Fortune: "first, 
that I was born a human being and not one of 
the brutes; next, that I was born a man and 
not a woman; thirdly, a Greek and not a 
barbarian." 
 
(THALES OF MILETUS, DK A 1; DIOGENES 

LAERTIUS, Lives of Eminent Philosophers I, 33. 
Translated by R. D. Hicks) 
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