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Maxima ornamenta esse matronis liberos,
apud Pomponium Rufum collectorum libro ...
sic inuenimus: Cornelia Gracchorum mater,
cum Campana matrona apud illam hospita
ornamenta sua pulcherrima illius saeculi
ostenderet, traxit eam sermone, donec e
schola redirent liberi, et ‘haec' inquit
'‘ornamenta sunt mea'.

(Valerius Maximus. Memorable Doings and
Sayings, Volume I: Books 1-5. D. R. Shackleton
Bailey. Loeb Classical Library 492. Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 2000.)

That children are the greatest ornaments to
married women, we find written by Pomponius
Rufus in his book of Collections, as follows.
When a Campanian lady staying at the house of
Cornelia, the mother of the Gracchi, showed her
her jewels and other ornaments, which were
the fairest of any at that time, Cornelia
remained talking with her till her children
returned from school. "And these," she said
when they appeared, "are my ornaments."

(Valerius Maximus. Fact. et dict. mem. IV, 4
init., Translated by S. Speed)




